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Startups:
What’s	HOT,	What’s	NOT	in	2018

WIC	South	Bay
March	12,	2018
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Record	VC	funding

• Record	levels	in	2017
• After	lower	levels	in	2016	
• Non-tech	buying	tech
•Mega-deals	continue
•Many	consultants	sell	to	
VC	backed	firms	or	those	
who	compete	with	them

Source:	PitchBook
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Unicorns

• Private	companies	valued	at	$1	
billion	or	more
• Once	the	stuff	of	myth
• Aileen	Lee	of	Cowboy	Ventures	
in	TechCrunch	Nov-2-2013.	
Unicorns:	Billion	Dollar	
Ventures
• Essentially	trading	valuation	for	
terms	/	liquidation	preferences
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Source

Startup	News	Buzz

Source:	Startup	Index
Feb.	21,	2018
http://startuptrendsindex.kpmg.com/#TechTrends
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What’s	Hot What’s	Not
APPS
Crowded	market
High	cost	of	customer	

Niche	Targeted	Products
FinTech,	IndTech,	MedTech,	AgriTech

Auto	Tech
IoT gaining	traction	in	niche	systems

Deep	Learning
Lots	of	data,	what	does	it	mean

Consumer	Products
Retail	has	been	burnt
Continue	to	be	shy	

Education	Technology
Less	a	tech	than	a	people	problem
Difficult	sales	process
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Trend:	Non-tech	buying	tech	

• How	many	have	worked	with	non-tech	companies?
•What	is	different	about	them?
• Non-tech	has	little	experience	with	tech	product	development
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Trend:	More	sensors	means	more	data

• Data	centers	will	become	much	larger	and	more	virtualized
•Many	more	firms	need	Devops to	manage	SaaS	infrastructure
•Manual	reports	replaced	by	real	time	information
• Spreadsheets	replaced	by	visualization	/	dashboards
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Trend:	Retail	Struggling
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What’s	Your	Suggested	Trend

Question	For	Audience
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%	of	Deals	for	Female	Founders
https://pitchbook.com/news/articles/see-whos-leading-the-charge-in-backing-female-founders-and-who-has-work-to-do
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Top	investors	in	female-founded	
companies	by	deal	count
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Top	investors	in	female-founded	
companies	by	percent	of	deals
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About	SKMurphy

• Leads	and	Deals
• Upcoming	Workshops
• Great	Demo	May	3-4,	2018,	in	Sunnyvale

• Startup	Mastermind
• Bootstrapper Breakfast	
https://www.meetup.com/Bootstrappers-Breakfast-SV/



<Slide	23>

SKMurphy.com 408	252	9676

Thanks	For	Watching

www.skmurphy.com skmurphy@skmurphy.com


